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Pasteurella Multocida is a gram-negative rod with
characteristic bipolar staining (Bergey; 1984),
The organism is known to have a broad host
spectrum including cattle, sheep, swine, birds
and occasionally dogs, cats and human (Krishna
and Kausik, 1965; Meyer, 1965; Merchant and
Parket, 1967). Some reports have also in-
criminated this bacterium in diseases of horses
and donkeys (Dan’shev, 1960; Golat; 1961; Val-
des Ornelas, 1963; Pavri and Apte, 1965).

The present communication reportsthe isola-
tion of P. multocida from a deep abcess located
between the oesophagus and trachea of a
Yankassa ram presented for post-motem. The
ram aged about two yearsfrom a flock of 12
animals which were semi- intensively managed.
History further confirmed no new additions to
the flock or changes in management practices.
The said animal was reported to have died sud-
denly physical examination showed no evidence
of external parasites or diarrhoea. The abcess
was situated in between the soft tissues of the
oesophagus and trachea, Following incision of
the abcess, it was found to contain yellowish pus.
All the other internal organs and mucous
membranes showed no other apparent iesions or
haemorrhages typical of haemorrhagic sep-
ticaemia. Direct microscopic examination of the
pus material when gram-stained, revealed gram-
negative bipolar rods arranged singly or in pairs.
Swabs of the pus material was further inoculated
onto McConkey (CM7 agar) and defibrinated
Herse blood agar (Oxoid products Basingstoke,
England) and the agar plates were incubated
aerobically at 37°C overnight. The plates were
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examined the following day for bacterial growth.
There was no growth on the McConkey agar but
there was on the Horse blood agar.

The colonies observed on the Horse blood agar
were non haemolytic, small, discrete, round,
smooth, translucent and greyish in colote, On
gramstaining, the organisms were found to be
gram-negative rods mostly arranged in singles or
pairs with bipolar staining characteristic. The
isolated organism was further subjected to
biochemical tests such as effects on mannitol,
lactose, maltose, oxidase, indole.and urease as
described by Bergey (1984). The result showed
the organism to be oxidase and indole positive
and it fermented only mannitol with production
of acid but no gas. The bacterium did not fer-
ment maltose and lactose and urease was nega-
tive.

Although, it is known that P. multocida can
cause haecmorrhagic septiceamia in cattle, sheep
and other animals, there has been no mention of
its involvement in causing pyogenic abcess.
Nevertheless, pasteurellosis can be localised in
the head neck, throat, vulva and anal areas caus-
ing swellings (Abudulkadir, 1989). The fact that
P. multocida was the only organism isolatcd from
the pus material and coupled with the fact that
there was no haemolysis on Horse blood and
growth on Mackonkey, as well as the biochemi-
cal results confirmed that the actiological agent
of the abcess was P. multocida. However, no fur-
ther biotyping of this organism was carricd out.
The cause of the death of the ram was not very
clear although no septiceamic lesions werg ob-
served at post-motem even though the organism
P. multocida is known to cause scpticcamia in
sheep (Blood et al., 1983). Thercfore, a possible
causc of death could have been duce to narrow-
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ing of the oesophagus or treachea since the ab-
cess was located in between the.two organs.

Furthermore, stenosis of the forinet Iy more
likely as this organ is softer compared to the lat-
ter and may likely prevent normal eructaiion
process, theteby inducing choke.
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